XIV
LORD HALIFAX
IN these pages it has been my purpose not wilfully to
omit describing anyone who seems to me a possible
or probable Prime Minister within the next decade.
For several periods during the present century it has
been the unchallenged fashion to say, " Of course we
shall never again have a Prime Minister in the House
of Lords.55 Curzon comforted himself and those who
were ambitious that he should attain the highest
pinnacle of fame by the reflection that he was unfor-
tunate in having been born a peer. Whether that
circumstance in fact kept him down is perhaps merely
a matter for charitable conjecture. But to-day that
rule is no longer exempt from challenge. There is a
substantial possibility amounting, in the minds of
some, to likelihood, that before very long we shall see
as Prime Minister, Edward Frederick Lindley Wood,
third Viscount Halifax. It is further being predicted
that the House of Commons would have, in those
circumstances, to be led by Sir John Simon. That
accessory would produce frustration and fireworks in
approximately equal proportions.
The inconveniences of a Prime Minister in the
House of Lords are numerous and obvious. He depends
for his support on a majority in the Commons, He
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